Report onUPKs contribution to the iCentral European Initiativéin 2016

UPF Europe contributed the establisment of i K Sentdal European InitiativelCEl Ay HAMc @
objective igo buildacommon platformbeyond culturalyeligiousandpolitical divideswith
parliamentariansreligious leaders,cholars, NGO representativas,addresscore issues of
concernfor the future of Europe strengtheningthe natural family, affirrmg European cultural
identity, protectingthe freedom ofconsciencend belief

We arebuilding an initial network among theur nationsforming(i K Bisedgrad Gl.2 dzh#CYech
Republc, Hungary, Poland and Slovakdrawing on their common history under commumsnd
their shared concern for family values and religious traditibimis networkis naturally expanahgto
neighboring nations such as Austria, Germany and atléons in Central Europe

The initiative beganwith three significaneventsin 2016: a Rood Tablemeeting inVienna on July
8,a Raind Table meeting in Budapesh October 24, and meeting at thePragueParliament on
November 25

l. VIENNAROUND TABL-BULY 8, 2016

Some 25 politicians, experts and NGO representafivas Hungary, Slovakishe Czech Republic,

Poland, andAustriagathered foraRound Tableorit CF YAt & =+ f dz§8a> CIF YAt & t ;
[ dzft GdzNBY [/ KFtfSy3aSa | yR h LLihNily&is ViénhaS Bevehtyias/ Sy U |
convened byHon. Nina Novakovaylember of Paitamentfrom the Czech Republic ait.

Jacques MarionSecretary General of UPF Europe.
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The firstsessio® Yy &/ dzZNNB Yy (i ¢2KANBNEIAZS & yNS T I1-206FarNgfitA G KS CI Y
welcomingwordsfrom Hon. Nina Novakovavho emphasized that th@urpose of the meeting was

to discuss thdamilyin the context of its influence and impact on sociatgt as an independent

entity. Dr. Walter BaarPresident of thdnstitute for Trends Research in Austiartlined current
demographidrends in Europgconcludng thata decline of the familyaised concersafor the

future of Europel 2 Yy @ W2 I S frmer lnénibé GtheSlovakParliamentexplainedthat



according to the Slovak Constitution, the famdyomposed of &ather, mother anda child, but
went on todescribefactors challenging familyaditionsin his country.

Dr. Gudrun Kuglermember of the Vienna Parliamera powerful advocate of the family, pointed

to five misconceptionsghat ought to be a focus of the debate on the familyat the Statehas

monopoly onchildrerQa S RdzOI i A 2 gphpressivi§or women: thaniaiagd is not only

Gwo people supporting and loving each othelT (G KIF i RAFFSNBYy OSa 06SisSSy
mean devaluation but complementarity; thatirrent xual educatiorshould be rgiewedwith a

focus on love. @ne of these debatesam be wonin Central Europeshe saidWe need for this to

raisea new generation of young politicians who can becar@eative minority To do that, we

need more dataandwe need to convey both facts and meaning.

¢tKS aSO2yR LI ySt 2y dacCl YAt &-Cawiktiandegacyin odevdayy NX 3
9 dzNPwakSrdoderated byir. Peter ZoehrerSecretary General of FOREF Europe.

Hon. Nina Novakovaexplainecher proposal teamendthe Education law in the Czech Republic

The purpose of education should not omlgto understand and implement the principles of

democracy, the legal state and fundamental human rights and libedesurrently stated, but

shoul includefulfilling civil and social roleand responsibilitiesVioreover, the purpose of

education should not only be tgainknowledge of cultural dferencesin the world, butalsoto

maintainand develop Europsn culture

Mr. Jacques MarionSecretaryGeneral of UPF Europgpoke about the core values of the family
and their impact on society. A challenge for democratic nationsdi is to move, on the
foundation of shared values of brotherhood and equality toward a society where parental love is
considered a central value and the basis for healthy leadership.

Dr. Roman JoclRresident of the Civic Institute in the Czech Reputdajsed on the relationship
between religion and politics based on the familige state is not the creator of naturabhts, he
said, butshouldrecognize and respecider, establishedanoral truth. Intermediary institutions
between the individual and the statparticularly he natural, monogamous famighould be
strengthened Weneedto influence culture, the arts ahall spheres of society dealing witie
humanmind, becausqust as politics guides economics, on the longreculture guidegpolitics.
¢KS flFad LI ySt ar gtratéges ivthef Viseglai®@ 0DRX $§ R / Swas NI £ 9
moderated byDr. Juraj LajdaSecretary General of UPF Czech Republic.

According taMIr. Stanislav Trnoveahairman of the Large Families Club in Slovakieial policy
focuses on solidaritygut family policy means investing into the futundr. Joseph Gundacker,
Director of the Family Foruin Austria, spoke about theeedfor mainstreaminghe family in
politics,with a comprehensive view of the human beithgt includesits economical, mentalsocial
and spiritualdimensions

Other participantsn the debate includedr. Slawomir Redosenior advisor to ACUNS Vienba;

Ismail YasinProject member of the Austrian Centier Digital HumanitiesMr. Peter Haider,
Directorof UPF AustriaDr. Harald Schedrom/ Kl NX S& | y A @S NAnAPiageiMrs. C I O dzt
Marianna Kovacd-Human Rights Mediatdrom Hungary Mr. Peter MeszarosPresidentof UPF
Hungary;Mr. Peter HetenyiVice President of UPF Hungavag. Maria NeubergeiSchmidt,

Founder of the NG@9 f i S NJ/ ¢ & NdstégiMr. WilogiKlas Secretary Generalf UPF



SlovakiaMrs. Elisabeth CoolDirectorof FFWPU, AustidMrs. Renate Amesbauedirector of
WFWP, Austria, etc.
The Round tabldiscussiorconcluded with theapproval ofthe followingMemorandumby
participants

VIENNA MEMORANDUM
We, convened attheround  6f S aClF YAt & =+ fdzSasxs ClrYAfe t2f A0ASasz
hLILR2 NIdzy AGASa Ay [/ Sy NI 8 2006laeR giSup 6f 2oRderdedl citizgfis, + A Sy y I
educators, experts, opiniemakersand.J2 f A G A OA I y& ¥F NEBand ché SentmakEurapeahNI R C 2
countries
We discussed issues related to the institution of the family, family policy, European culture and identity.
Seveal concerns were raised Bpeakers and participants; however, there emerged a clear consensus among
us, which can be summarized as follows:
(1) JudeeChristianantiquity and humanist values which shaped European culture have to be transmitted to
younger generations, dbat the abovementioned values are knoand internalizedy young people.
(2) The institution of the family must be protected and its autonomy respected by states and governments.
(3) Freedom ofeligion, freedom of consciemand religious liberty are basic natural riglitst should be
respected by all.

We want to defend, protect anstrengthen those principlegje shall continue to do so the futureand
welcome allwvho would join us in these efforts and endeavors.
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Dr. Walter Baar, President of thestitute for Trends  Dr. Juraj Lajd§¢Czech UPF);df. Nina NovakovéCzech MR)
ResearchAustria Hon. Gudrun KugldgAustrian MP)
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Il. BUDAPESROUND TABIFFOCTOBER 24, 2016

Followingup onthe Vienna Round tabld,7 politicians, experts, academics and NGO
representatives from 5 nations gathextin Budapest on Monday 2@ctober 2016or aRound
table mnvened by Hon. Nina Novakova, member of @eechHParliament andMr. Jacques Marion,
Secretary General of UPF Europe.

The first panelon fiCurrent threats and controversies regarding tli@mily in Europ® was
moderated byDr. Roman JoctDirector of the Civic Institute from the Czech Republic.

Mrs. Edit FrivaldszkyDirector of the Human Dignity Center in Hungdrycharge ofi KS &G a dzys 5
' YR YARAE th®hatohJsphka gherexperiencein family advocacygiving examples of
controversialuses of terminologyemployed by activists whiatilute the meaning othe family. She
spokeofa f 2a i ol GGt Saég Ay 2S&aAGSNY 9dzNP W&asoKl G OF y
mentioned the challenge toomeup with a unified viewpoint within Christianranks and expressed

the needfor more scientific and academic research e family.

Dr. Juraj LajdaSecretary General &PF Czech Repubiiecformed participants about theecent
establishment of tk International Association ¢farliamentarians of Peace (IAPP) in London
underliningthe crucial role oparliamentarianss mediatordetween government and civil society
andthe need forlaws tobe founded on universal valugglr. Joseph GundackeBirector of the
Famiyy Forum from Austria, andVir. Stanislav TrnovecDrector of the Large Family Club in Slovakia
re-affirmed the need of &piritual perspective on family matterafter which a debate was

engaged

The second panedn dReligious Freedoma Fundamental Freedom in a Chgimg Worlc
was moderated byir. Peter ZoehrerSecretary General of FOREF Europe.

Hon. Nina Novakovanember ofthe committee on culturendthe subcommittee on human
rightsin the Czech Parliamengported on the consultation she organizatithe PragueParliament
with Dr. JarFige] newly appinted Special Envoyof the EUor religious feedom Sheintroduced



her planto set up a permanent working grougm issues of religious freedom at the Chamber of
Deputies aiming atconducingongoingdialogle between politicians, academics and
representatives of churches and religious organizati@meoutlined some of her proposais

1. Feedom of conviction is absolutés external manifestation, however, cannot be in conflict with
the laws and social norms of the given country.

2. Followers ofeligion, alongwith all people nerelyholding a spiritualbelief, should not be
considered a tolerated minorifyout a majority foming acrucial,non-material dimension of
society.

3. A constant and patig dialogue can lead to social harmpandto the return of an ethical
approach to dlaspects of life, includintypically material ones.

4. 1t is increasingly urgent for politicia to take into consideration the outcomes and
recommendations arising from interfaith and in@rltural dialogue in the decisieamaking process.
Mr. Peter Zoehretthen reviewed current expressions of human rigbt€hasin the 1948 Paris
Declaration oHuman Rightandthe Cairo Declaratiorssued in 1990 by Arab countriadvocaing
the sharialaw. Religious freedomheemphasizedis thefreedom to leave or discontinue
membership in a religion or religious grodjp. protect the family, heconcluded it is essential to
protect religious freedonsince the family ighe flonly institution created by Gaxl

¢KS 1 ad LI wilbek, hingn rightsland Budddhristian legacy in moderday

9 dzNR2 LISY 4 KA O Kwad ddtEEatelSb®ii Jufdj3 djdéSecretary Generalf

UPF Czech Republic.

In introduction Hon. Nina Nowkova briefly explainedher proposalto amendthe CzechEducation
law in order tostrengthen European cultural valuagsthe school systenClassical vaks such a
trust in reason, mml principles, common responsibility, rights and justioembined with Judeo
christian values fronthe Ten Commandments, social sdmilgy, concern for the weaKprgiveness
and peaceful conflict resolutigrcapped by imanig concerns for eqgality andfreedom, are to be
taught as the foundation for peacdul and harmoroussociety.

Mr. Jacques MarionSecretary General UPF Eurppaidthat the Central European initiativeeeds

to be seenin the frame ofthe greater wholeof realizing one world in thglobal eralncreasingly

livingin settingsthat transcend past culturesye should seek for universal values tliatm the

coreof each religion and culture. Family values themselves have a universal diméuion.

science and religion move the human mind toward understanding universal principles, beyond past
beliefsand dogmas. Thuysur initiative needs toinclude dialogue with religious leademliticians

and scholars.

Dr. Roman Joclpresident of the Cigi Institute in the Czech Republioncluded the debate by
sayingthat public policy shouldocus onpromoting stable and married familieg.he aiginal
meaning of humamights isto guarantee libery and freedom Claiming allective privilege from
the government in the name of human rights is an actual violation of human rights.



Other participants in the debate includétof. Dr. Judit Balazérom Budapest Economics
Universityin Hungary;Mrs. Marianna Kovacd-uman Rights Mediatan HungaryMr. Tibor
Krebsz President of the Family Federation for World PeacElungaryMr. Peter Meszaros,
President of UPF Hungaiy. Peter HetenyiVice President of UPF Hungawr,. Imre Nagy Vice
President of UPF Hungair. Milos Klas,Secretary Generalf UPF Slovakidjr. Stanislav
Trnoveg director of the Large Family Club in Slovakia

In condusion, Round tablegparticipantsexpressed the desire foursue thethemes of thefamily,
European cultual legacy, religious freedom and human rightsiational programss well 3
internationally.National UPF chapters will contribute to such programs in 2017.

Mr. Jozef Gundacker (Family Forun Mr. Jacques Marion (UPF Europe); Roman JochGivic Institute, Czecr; Rep.
Austria);Mrs. Edit Frivaldszky Hon. Nina Novakova (CzeletP)
(Human Dignity CenteHungal
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Dr.Juraj Lajda (Czech UPF) Prof. BalaszyiIrs. Marianna Kovacs; Mr. Imre Nagy; Mr. Tibor Krebsz



.  MEETING AT THE PRARARLIAMENINOVEMBER 22016

Under the auspices of Hon. Nina Novakova, Member of the Czech Parliament, an international
conference on the topi& Challenges and Opportunities of Our Tintgecurity¢ European Culture

¢ Family¢ Freedom oBelief» wasconvened at the Parliament of tHézech Republic on November
25, 2016.

Over 50 participants attended the event, including historians, lawyers, political scientists, social
activissand a number of students. This was the final of a series of programs that included two

round table discusens in Vienna and Budapest, in July and October 2016 respectively. The
O2yFSNBYyOS 4l a adzlIL2NISR o6& (GKS ! YyABSNHEIE t S|

The theme of the first pnel was:« The Family: Obvious foundation @ontroversial issue?

t NBFSaa2 NI, frdny K NI &faz @ty A @ PNibsbplyéh QraguShidatiweé & 2 F
need to create a society and policies that are supportive of the family, describing current factors
contributing to family breakdownunstablerelationships, easy divorcg, 2 Y S Kigh &mployment,
emphasis on individualism or growing wealbr. Ludmila Trapkovéa clinical and family
psychologistspoke of the family as a psychsocial organismAbsence bcomplementarity

betweena masculine and a feminine pole causes problémnshe child she saidDivore breaks a
husband- wife partnership, but nothe parent¢ child relationship.Mr. Jan Gregarvicepresident

of the Young Christian Democratsyderlined the eproductive purposef the family, sayinghat it
should be recognizel asa biological construct, not just social oneThe last speaker on the panel

was MrsJanaJochov@ 5ANBOG2NI 2F (GKS [/ 2YYAGGSS nfagtidd (KS
supporter of the«Mum, Dad and Kis» campaign. She spoke abdull NXBrighiszaug



responsitiiiesA y O K edudafial. Jh@tate cannot substitute foparents, she said, because
the famiy is based otineage.

The second panel, on the themeLiving Safely, A Basic Human Necessityvas moderated by
Mr. Radko HokovskyExecutive Director of a thirtlank on European values.

| 2y @ WI NE ¥ Qzedmenibsrinfkhé European Parliament, spoke about security perils in
Europe mentioning amag othersthe hybrid anddisinformationwar led by Russia the region,

the goalof which he said wat® destabilize the European Union. Heen showed participants a
documentary filmonthe war in Chechnydr. Alyn Ware a global coordinator dParliamentarians
for Nuclear NorProliferation and armament, pointed out thaturrent conflicts between Russia
and the West raise the danger of war and nuclear cordintt called orEuropean institution$o do
their utmost to stop theconflict. Nuclearwar is meaningless in realitjhe concludedand since

1945 nuclear weaponsave not been usedr. Juraj LajdaUPF Secretary General in the Czech
Repulicconcluded the panel bytrodudngthe launch of thelnternational Association of
Parliamentariangor Peace (IAPP) in KoreaFebruary and in London in SeptemBRéx16.

The third panel focused on the theme European Culture: Hope for Futures?

a NJP Gavigigyrom Chat S& ! Y A @S NA A (pév@a cortise@wuzividweof Geftral[ | &
European story, remarking thatEurgean cultural heritage in the $&grad Founationsdeserved
to be notedby Western European countrigs. N>  WI NE, &dmlth® Czeh a&dwy of
Sciences, spoke aboatirrentaffairs n Europeunderlinngthe influence ofBrexit and American
electionson the European continenDr. Roman JochPresident of the Civic Institute in the Czech
Republi¢greviewedthe five major influences that shaped European culture: Judaism, Ancient
Greece, the Roman Empire, Christianity anel Emlightenmentunderlining how achvalue system
eventually shaped Europes we know it todayMr. Jacques MarionSecretary Generaf UPF
Europe noted that the decline of Christianity in Weste democracymeant thatequality before
God was replaced yere equality before the lawincitingpeopleto focus on their ightsand
raising a tendency towardonflicts of interest Europe needa spiritualrevival to build arethical
societyin a multicultural context, he concludeldeginning with strengtheninthe family.

The last panebn «the Role of Religious Freem to address Current Problemswas moderated
by Mr. Peter Zoehrey Secretary General tfie Forum for Religious Freedom Eurqif®©REF

Dr. Aaron RhodesPresident of FORHFegan byquotingT 2 NYSNJ / T SOK LINBaARSy
words that terms such as love, compassaiiorgivenessegan tolose their meaningn modern

time. Religionis tobe independent from the statebut the basicprinciple of Moses law is that all
peoplecomeunder oneGod. Human rights are derived from natural rightée should recognize

the pre-eminence of régious freedom, heclaimed Gay marriage rights, for instance, should not

interfere with the freedom of religiorDr. Harald Schedfom/ K I NX Sa | y ky@S B#nA (& Qa
Prague concludedby saying that eligious freedonwasnot only an individual freedonhut was

meant toguaranteethe whole concept of human right¥et here is today a secular monopoly on

the interpretation of human rightsGood and evimerelybecome a maer of political choice:

choosing golitical partymakes you a good or bad person, he deplored



Each panel gave ample time for questions and comments from the audience. The conference was
reported on the TV evening news, as well astbmistian media.

First panel Second panel

Audience in the main meeting hall at the Prague Parliament



